His Family
dropped by the subsequent heirs of the property/'1 William
Parnell-Hayes lived the life of a quiet, studious, country
gentleman, interested mainly in his books, his neighbours, and
his estate, and took no active part in politics, although he was
an enemy of the Union and sufficiently interested in public
affairs to publish in 1805 a pamphlet entitled An Enquiry
into the Causes of Popular Discontent, in which he displayed
deep sympathy with the persecuted Papists* He also
published a book entitled An Historical Apology for the Irish
Catholics, in which this sympathy was manifested at greater
length* The Parnells had always been known for their
defence of the misused Catholics, and it was the reputation
of his ancestors in this respect which secured friendly con-
sideration for Charles Stewart Parnell when, seemingly a
stuttering, stupid young man, he offered himself to the
Nationalists as a political candidate* William Parnell-Hayes,
despite his affection for his life at Avondale, was persuaded
to enter Parliament as member for Wicklow in 1817, but he
did not long remain there, for he died on January 2, 1831,
in his forty-fourth year, leaving a ten-year-old son, John Henry,
and a daughter, Catherine, Avondale now became the
property of the latter, who had married a Mr* Wigram*
John Henry Parnell, since he was not the owner of Avondale,
did not retain the surname of Hayes, and no provision had
been made for its adoption by a female heir on her marriage*
The " Hayes/' therefore, was dropped* John Henry, now
owner of Collure in Armagh and Clonmore in Carlow, decided,
after the death of his father, to go on a long tour in America
and Mexico with his cousin, Lord Powerscourt* He, like
his father, was more ambitious to lead the life of a country
gentleman than to lead the life of a politician, and his tastes,
too, were literary* He was not yet twenty-one when Powers-
1 See Appendix G, p* 302, Charles Stewart Pamell, by Jolm Howard
ParnelL
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